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have proceeded apace without it being noticeable by a cursory
inspection.
It is at all times essential to state the extent to which members
of the public are likely to come in contact with the trees. Par-
ticulars of the precautions taken by way of inspection by a
competent woodman of trees which abut upon public highways
and footpaths must be given, together with details of the prox-
imity of houses or other buildings which do not belong to the
proposer.
Not infrequently the risk of accidents though falling trees may
be worsened by the removal of woods and spinneys on adjoining
land. These may have served as windbreaks to trees on the pro-
poser's land. Observation of recent changes of this kind in the
immediate neighbourhood may be valuable.
Products Liability
Where it is desired to include an indemnity in this respect
(see Chapter IX) a full description of the goods supplied must
be obtained. It is essential with a retailer for the surveyor to
be satisfied that the insured will be able, without doubt, to
indicate the source from which any particular item was obtained,
in order that the insurers may have an opportunity of obtain-
ing indemnity in respect of any claim in respect thereof from
the wholesaler or manufacturer.
So far as regards wholesalers, the surveyor must ascertain that
every reasonable precaution is taken in the preparation or manu-
facture of goods, and complaints received in the past should be
investigated.
Commodities of food and drink and their containers come
under this heading, but are separately discussed in the following
section.
Food and Drink Risks
Such risks are most commonly insured by caterers, whether in
connection with hotels, restaurants or cafes, or by those other-
wise engaged in the sale of food or drink to the public. The
outstanding feature which requires attention is the cleanliness
of the kitchens or other places where foods are prepared, but the
methods of handling food, the means for its preservation (by
refrigerators, ice boxes, or otherwise), also need investigation.
The extent to which foods are reheated on retail premises is
often an indication of the degree of risk.
The surveyor should ascertain the sources from which goods
are obtained. He should satisfy himself that the firms mentioned

